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CEYLON. 

By    CoM.snl    Walter    A.     Leouard,     Colombo. 

Ceylon  lield  a  fortunate  position  dnring  the  war,  as  its  staple  prod- 
ucts were  in  constant  demand,  the  majority  of  them  being  war  neces- 
sities. The  year  1918  was  a  fairly  prosperous  one,  although  for 
the  first  time  the  effects  of  the  war  were  felt  seriously,  owing  chiefly 
to  American  and  British  Government  restrictions  on  trade.  As  in 
the  previous  year,  there  was  a  noticeable  rise  in  prices  of  foodstuffs, 
a  considerable  financial  stringency,  a  shortage  of  ocean  freight,  and 
an  increase  in  unemployment  among  the  native  population. 

Trade  compared  unfavorably  with  the  previous  year,  showing  a 
decrea'^e  of  20  per  cent,  and  as  compared  with  the  record  year  ot 
1916  there  was  a  decline  of  24  per  cent.  The  decreased  trade  was 
chiefly  noticeable  in  the  smaller  exports  of  rubber,  plumbago,  an-d  tea. 

Trade  Returns  for  10  Years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  annual  value  of  Ceylon's  imports 
and  exports  (excluding  specie  and  coal  for  steamers)  for  the  10 
years,  1909-1918: 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  trade. 

Trade 
balance. 

1909 

840,697,439 
48,  728, 475 
.50, 931,. 526 
56,880,615 
60,368,312 
55, 905, 5-53 
53,089,-540 
68,617,S95 
59,735,9.59 
57,657,242 

$47,659,140 
54,008,935 
58, 568, 763 
64, 547, 602 
75.. 588, 731 
70,844,514 
88,692,283 
96, 520, 8:35 
98, 679, 791 
68,  .560, 980 

888,356,579 
102,737,410 
109, 500, 289 
121,428,217 
135,9.57,043 
126, 7.50,  Oii7 
141,781,823 
165,138,730 
158,415,750 
126,218,222 

$6,961,701 

5,280,460 

1910 

1911 

7,637,237 

1912 

7,666,987 
15,220,419 
14,938,961 
35,602,743 

1913 

1914 

1915  

1916 

27, 902, 940 

1917 

38, 943, 832 

1918 

10, 903, 738 

Of  the  total  exports  in  1918,  $64,118,794  represents  the  value  of 
Ceylon  pi'oduce  and  $4,442,186  that  of  reexports. 
Importance  of  Trade  with  British  Empire, 

British  possessions  shared  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  total  Ceylon 
trade,  as  compared  with  30  per  cent  for  the  United  Kingdom  and 
20  per  cent  for  non-British  countries.  The  decreased  value  of  ex- 
l^orts  to  foreign  countries  was  chiefly  noticeable  in  shipments  to  the 
United  States  and  Russia. 

Japan  led  the  foreign  countries  in  supplying  goods  to  Ceylon,  the 
value  for  the  year  1918  being  $2,962,986,  as  compared  with  $3,257,615 
for  1917.  British  India  supplied  goods,  largely  foodstuffs,  to  the 
value  of  $21,958,220,  as  compared  with  $9,289,925  worth  furnished 
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by  the  United  Kinp:dom.  Approximately  GO  per  cent  of  Ceylon's 
imports  was  supi)lied  by  British  India  and  Burma.  Eice  is  an  ini- 
l)ortant  import  aiticle  from  Burma. 

The  United  States  had  (mly  11  per  cent  of  Ceylon's  trade  in  1918, 
as  compared  with  2'2  per  cent  in  1017,  IS  per  cent  in  1010.  and  13  per 
cent  in  1015.  This  decrease  was  chiefly  due  to  the  United  States 
Government  trade  restrictions. 

Trade  with  Principal  Countries. 

The  foliowino-  tuble  shows  the  trade  of  Ceylon  (including  specie) 
with  the  principal  countries  of  the  world  in  1017  and  lOlS: 


Countries. 


British  Empire: 

United  Kinsidom 

Australasia .   

Brit ish  Africa 

British  America 

British  India 

Burma 

Honijkong 

Maldive  Islands 

StrailsSottloments ,, 

Other  British  possessions. 

Africa  (nnt  lirilish) 

Aust  ria-IIungary 

Bclt^ium 

Bonioo 

China. 


Cochin-China 

Denmark 

France 

(■ermany 

India  (not  British). 

Italy 

Japan 

Java 

Malta 

Mozambique 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Persia 

Philippines 

Russia: 

Asiatic 

European 

Siam 

Spain 

Sumal  ra 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

South  America 

United  Stales 

All  other  countries . 


Imports  from. 


1917 


$io,5a'i,nfi2 

402, St7 

8in,4.->2 

1 .  434 

21, 734,088 

12,I.")S..-SS 

280. S63 

7:?0  566 

4,195,313 

42,502 

33 

r>33 

3,  .30  4 

1,002, .511 

fiO,2fi7 

100 

6,8.3,5 

214,fi0f. 

3,713 

16.5.382 

78, 73.5 

3,2.57,615 

773.8.88 


Total . 


123,285 

363,281 

41 ,  .525 

113.  .577 

4, 870 

609 

.55,  W6 

211.200 

12.309 

424, 1.52 

196,140 

96,999 

1,778 

1,810,341 

10, 658 

00,067,617 


1918 


$9, 289. 925 

446; 272 

2,a32,6.50 

■     7,. 590 

21.9.58,220 

11,2.50.934 

246  00 t 

775  S,'!0 

2,210,493 

7,929 


57 

1.761 

695, 133 

52,803 

58 

421 

249,394 

4.3 

247,138 

42.320 

2,962,986 

776,387 


20.. 543 

150,731 
1.58, 881 


3,Ss54 


23 

111.8SS 

12,6.52 

1,2.52,;(H5 

203. 658 

51,4.50 


1,8:«,378 
9,930 


Exports  to. 


1917 


S39,410,.571 

5,9.50,144 

1,671,28.5 

3, 161,. 585 

6,  .597, 718 

80  351 

242,244 

116,285 

429,626 

502'.  448 

13,013 


35,441 
723,166 


362,006 
2,487,954 


1918 


829,531,977 

6,494,:m 

2,861,779 

3,%7,292 

8,6.54,306 

87,Z38 

114,685 

105,039 

411,926 

498, 136 

107,431 


77, 101 

2.37,1.56 

1,970 


7,031 
375,401 
330.. 542 

2,760 

5.55 

220,  ,599 

476.296 

89,020 

3,486 
2:J3,755 

1,411,394 

1, 16.5.  ,8.52 

i;213 

18,  .594 

15,200 


1,345,246 


8,.'!80 
359,017 
399, 153 
454 
100,9.37 
209,348 


48,7,89 
.34,003 
317,679 

23,Z38 


2.233 

16, 451 

45 


1,323 

281, -163 

33,162,544 

2.216 


11,801 

420,300 

12,5:55,653 

164,031 


57,663,705  j   99,583,177  I   69,147,720 


Leading  Articles  of  Import. 

A  classified  list  of  the  principal  articles  imported.  Avith  their  quan- 
tities and  values,  for  the  years  1917  and  1918  is  given  below : 


Arlicles. 


Quantity. 


Animals,  live number. . 

Articles  of  food  and  drink: 

Bacon hundredweipht. . 

Beer  and  ale .gallons . . 

Biscuits pounds. . 

Butter do 

Coffee do 

Confoctioncry do 

Currystuffs hundredweight . . 


139,244 

0.55 
89,  267 
171,179 
322, 527 
,81S.733 
3.53, 565 
212, 091 


Value. 


$251,971 

26, 577 
92,  .540 
27, 756 
9^1,059 

31 1, 752 
59,123 

716,322 


1918 


Qtinntity.        Value 


146,3)6 

736 
09,0!7 
280, S96 
303,313 
l,83s,(i31 
107, 174 
201.223 


§265,680 

31,680 
99,  434 
.57, 542 
97, 924 

223,039 
23.317 

078,257 
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Articles. 


Quantity.        Value 


Quantity.        Value 


Articles  of  food  and  drink— Continued. 

iish— 

Cured hundredweight. . 

Tinned pounds . . 

Other hundredweight . . 

Flour,  wheat do.... 

Fruit— 

J  resh do  — 

Preserved do — 

Ghee do.... 

Grain- 
Beans do 

Gram do 

Oats do.... 

Paddy do.... 

Peas do 

Rice do — 

Ham do — 

Meat,  frozen do — 

Milk ,  preserved 

Onions hundredweight . . 

Potatoes do — 

Seeds,  sesame do — 

Spirits- 
Brandy  gallons. 

Gin do 

Whisky do 

Sugar ". hundredweight . 

Wine,  ehaoipagne gallons. 

Manufartured  articles: 

A(  ids do. . . 

Automobiles number. 

Books do... 

Bran hundredweight. 

Bri''ks  and  tiles number. 

Candles hundred  .veight. 

Ca ?,  s  and  shooks num ' >er . 

Cement hundred  vveigtit . 

Caemists'  sundries do. . . 

China  .vare do. . . 

Cycle?  and  parts 

Eartticn   are pieces. 

Electrical  goods hundredweight. 

Embroidery yards . 

E  xplosives 

Fancv  articles cas&s. 

Furniture .• pieces. 

Glass hundred  'eight. 

Gunny  bags do 

Haberdashery 

Hats  and  boimets cases . 

Je  velry 

Lamps number. 

Leather  goods 

Machinery hundredweight. 

Matches gross  boxes. 

Musical  instruments 

I'ainters'  colors hundredweight. 

Pa'ier reams. 

Pe^f  iimery gallons. 

Poonac,  sesame hundred  weight. 

Shoes pairs. 

Soan hundredweight . 

Stationery ea^es. 

.    Tea  c  lests num  her . 

U  m  brellas dozen . 

Watches number. 

Metal«: 

Barbed  wire hundredweight. 

Brass  ware do. . . 

Hardware do. . . 

Iron — 

Galvanized do. . . 

Hoop do. . . 

Lead- 
Pig do... 

Tea do... 

Nail^  and  rivets do. . . 

Steel,  cast do... 

Steehvare do. . . 


231,fiOS 
186, 279 
77,5!3 
182, 572 

1,7.59 
9,1S5 
2,715 

10,997 

170,  159 

18, 005 

7.S2,0tl2 

10  •>,  2s3 

7, 75!,  121 

5 '5 

3,0.37 


292,095 
9.S,  171 
20, 737 

3S,  871 
76,  773 
125.  SSI 
405,  .33S 
1,905 

33,113 

ss 

515,7(7 

5I,8«3 

4,865,235 

12,911 

8, 467 

244,. 336 

5,8:6 

9,590 


1,85*^,8^7 

1,358 

1,075,::  SO 


9, 576 

5,101 

12,4  5 

14,537 


647 


79,948 


37,048 
327, 860 


11,411 

119,S'i8 

4,3'W 

444. 8S6 

91,700 

10,961 

2,?36 

2,550,781 

15.791 

12; 567 

1,638 

1,150 

26, 622 

20, ?54 
21,050 

129,888 

5, 391 

11,891 

9,654 

867 


$601,782 

26, 0".7 

735, 292 

533,813 

11,809 
70,  t99 
35,317 

29, 995 
279,  .%31 

43,  7S2 

841,. 532 

212,622 

19, 2f.S,  795 

23,300 

57,(00 
206, 23 1 
284,297 
159, 285 

63,425 

66, 645 

60,S!6 

23S,1  3 

2,405,791 

17,531 

127, SOI 

92, 171 
2t2,r«0 

so, 701 
111,220 
152,473 

93, 703 
304,540 
28i3, 792 
129,213 
133, 142 

62,3.34 

49,810 

63,004 
155,  .533 
123,- 23 

15,966 
142, 889 
l?6,0-4 
835, 836 

75,  09 
127,  .5  "'2 

38,089 

75, 137 
725,  r- 7 
198, 865 

29, 895 
149,214 
255, 777 

75,636 
577,340 
161,405 
164,406 
129,406 
1,745,120 
151,8-15 

55, 733 

6,813 
67,605 
497,043 

206,315 
169,319 

046, 723 
63. 794 

101,584 
57,-:  57 
16, 579 


243, 4.55 
lOS,  7SS 
81,325 
129, 575 

374 

7,965 
2,597 

3,329 

148, 897 

12,181 

542,702 

95, 578 

6,472,1.52 

657 

3,219 


270, 626 
77,  1.59 
23,501 

22, 7.50 
23,. 506 
9  327 
■il5  031 
1,(.;35 

61,196 

10 

367, 191 

61,  33 

3,731,137 

6,  266 

31,057 

89,401 

7,456 

5,084 


1,501,183 

1,170 

491,602 


6,609 
2,185 
6,065 
30,661 


446 


37, 707 


16,8,30 
289,326 


7,984 

125,617 

4,433 

349, P80 

24,337 

9,8'9 

3,433 

650, 804 

9,788 

5,762 

4,089 

l,r38 

14,635 

3,249 
45, 145 

116,877 

3,8-15 

15, 8ti3 

11,7  7 

142 


$639,630 

20.2)0 

808, 351 

378, 718 

2,779 
71,713 
34, 130 

10,327 
246,  778 

27,  734 

577, 687 

218, 072 

17,039,706 

30, 053 

65, 102 
17.5,233 
2  3,391 
125,836 

77, 719 

58,5''5 

46, 255 

307, 795 

2,323,938 

17, 754 

279,656 

3,P.24 

181,183 

91,622 

101,789 

61,591 

426,657 

189, 149 

295, 678 

79, 939 

13  ,409 

65, 684 

35, 875 

27,lS9 

149, 1.54 

129. 450 

13,681 

10^754 

365, 157 

798,  88 

60, 532 

95,908 

22, 786 

65,488 

36  \  974 

2:8,973 

31,711 

116,997 

575,008 

80.. 344 

453, 792 

44,939 

189,980 

154,266 

527,338 

98,473 

34,734 

42  221 

80^841 

374,955 

49,430 
600, 143 

835,354 
53, 291 

181,151 

98, 766 

2,271 
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Articles. 


Quantity.        Value. 


1918 


Quantity.        Value 


Metals— Continued. 

Tin  slahs hundredweight. 

Other 

Tobarco  and  manufactures: 

Cisareites pounds. 

Cigars do. . . 

Tobacco — 

Manufactured do. . . 

Unmanufaci  urod do. . . 

Raw  materials  and  miscellaneous: 

Coal tons. 

Cotton  — 

Kaw himdredweight. 

Waste do... 

Fertilizers do. . . 

Hides do... 

Oil- 
Castor do... 

Gasoline gallons. 

Keraseiie do. . . 

Liquid  Iiiel do. . . 

I  aibricat  ins do. . . 

Precious  stones 

R  ubbcr pounds. 

Seeds- 
Cotton hundrc<lw  eight. 

Tea do... 

Timber tons. 

Other 

Textiles: 

Apparel 

Lace  and  net yards. 

Piece  sjoods — 

Dvod do... 

B  leached dc ) . . . 

Gray do... 

Printed do... 

Muslin do. . . 

Other 

Silk  and  satin 

Thread cases. 

Woolens 

Yarn  and  t\vi.st,  dyed iwunds. 

Mixed  materials 

All  other  articles 


1,483 


288,812 
32,076 

15,  Of.9 
3,134 

311,090 

0,055 

1,744 

928,070 

109 

4,291 

884,093 

4,201,472 

C, 054,300 

314,398 


3,501,117 

27,833 

358 

6,3.50 


1,209,552 

14,019,202 
12,18r>,707 
2,281,884 
6,237,7.'79 
30,3S1 


447 
'i53,'748 


$77, 445 
464,709 

329,991 
37,300 

10, 875 
1,944 

3,303,707 

124,370 

21,877 

1,C«'.,304 

3,473 

32,310 
483,825 
99i;,490 
388,598 
103,0)80 
118,508 
2,008,200 

47,550 

10,004 

298,0*7 

217,097 

415,038 
54,106 

1,807,912 

1,208,207 

275,732 

077,578 

5,0(H', 

402,002 

171,410 

49, 195 

142,811 

52,700 

330,297 

5,129,414 


1,023 


264,796 
33, 550 

17,234 
3,781 

218,350 

10,064 

4,370 

1,303,724 

2,020 

899 

080,395 

3,948,412 

n,813,3Sl 

205,984 


5,507,340 

19,494 

1.55 
0,205 


725,150 

19,292,742 

9,1.57,398 

3, 003, 005 

3,012,844 

47,724 


1,152 
'ii5,'627 


574,952 
257,407 

430,204 
35, 128 

12,795 
2,609 

4.011,241 

525,059 

39,275 

2,104,213 

11,031 

8,032 
289,419 
817,147 
931,045 
13(1,152 
90, 402 
2,080,007 

34,393 

4,991 

524,000 

278,047 

440,791 
50,778 

2,299,200 

1,432,898 

390, 518 

490, 555 

10,379 

463,854 

211,882 

267,029 

130,803 

51,532 

229, 251 

4,442,751 


Specie. 


Total. 


,7-35,970 
3:n,047 


57,057,242 
0, 403 


Grand  total . 


00,007,017  I I    57,GC>3,705 

I  I 


Textile  Imports — Motor  Cars. 

Imports  of  cotton  <r()0(ls  rose  in  value  from  $4,880,623  in  1917  to 
$0,051,202  in  1918.  This  increase  was  partly  due  to  enhanced  prices, 
and  there  was  considerable  speculation  in  stocks  caused  by  uncer- 
tainty of  new  shipments.  C)n  account  of  the  shortaj2;e  of  cotton 
goods  in  India  the  export  of  stocks  from  Ceylon  was  prohibited  ex- 
cept under  license.  The  United  Kingdom  und  British  possessions 
furnished  over  90  per  cent  of  tlie  cotton  goods  imported  during  1918. 

The  imports  of  thread  were  more  normal  than  during  the  previous 
year,  being  valued  at  $207,029,  as  compared  Avith  $49,195  in  1917. 
The  value  of  silk  goods  imported  showed  a  slight  increase,  being 
$211,882,  as  compared  with  $171,410  in  1917.  Woolens  showed  a  de- 
crease in  value,  notwithstanding  enhanced  prices.  The  value  of 
imports  in  1918  Avas  $i:U),808,  compared  with  $142,811  in  1917,  which 
was  much  below  the  figure  for  a  normal  year. 

There  were  only  15  motor  cars  (autom()l)iles  and  trucks)  imported 
during  the  year  1918,  as  compared  with  120  in  1917  and  590  in  1916. 


CEYLON.  5 

The  100  per  cent  import  duty  imposed  in  February.  1017,  had  tlio 
desired  etfect  of  practically  stopping  automobile  importation.  This 
duty  was  removed  early  in  1919,  so  that  motor  cars  are  now  being 
imported  subject  to  the  normal  import  duty  of  7^  per  cent. 

Metals  Largely  from  United  States — Kerosene  and  Gasoline. 

Imports  of  metals  and  metal  ware  were  valued  at  $2,650,782,  as 
compared  with  $2,675,186  in  1917.  The  largest  share  was  imported 
from  the  United  States,  representing  32  per  cent  in  value,  against 
31^  per  cent  from  Burma  (chiefly  pig  lead),  2-14  per  cent  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  6|  per  cent  from  Japan.  In  1917  the  United 
Kingdom  furnished  close  to  40  per  cent  of  the  value  and  the  United 
States  only  13  per  cent.  The  principal  miports  from  the  United 
States  in  1918  in  the  order  of  value  Avere  as  follows:  Hoop  iron, 
$483,068;  nails  and  rivets,  $141,780;  cast  steel,  $63,232;  hardware, 
$60,916;  and  galvanized  barbed  wire,  $41,369.  Japan's  largest  item 
of  import  consisted  of  hardware  to  the  value  of  $51,770. 

I'lie  ciuantity  of  kerosene  oil  imported  in  1918  was  less  than  that 
of  any  previous  year  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Case  oil  from 
the  United  States  showed  a  considerable  falling  off.  The  quantity 
of  gasoline  imported  was  also  less  than  during  any  year  since  1913. 
Only  a  small  share  of  the  gasoline  came  from  the  United  States,  the 
chief  sources  of  supply  being  Borneo  and  Sumatra. 

The  imports  of  kerosene  and  gasoline  bv  countries  for  the  years 
1917  and  1918  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Oils  and  countries  of  origin. 


Kerosene,  bulk 

Borneo  (excluding  Brit- 
ish)  

Persia '. 

Sumatra 

Kerosene,  case 

Borneo  (excluding  Brit- 
ish)  


Gallons. 
2,821,161 

1,447,656 
546,222 

8-'7,2S3 
1,467,286 

3,960 


19IS 


Gallons. 
2,905,870 

1,054,009 


1,851,261 
706,825 

3,960 


Oils  and  countries  of  origin. 


1917 


Gallons. 


Kerosene,  case— Continued. 

Sumatra 

United  States i  1,463,326 

8&4,093 


Gasoline. 

Borneo  (excluding  Brit- 
ish)  

Sumatra 

United  States 


660,114 

218,800 

5,179 


The  Coal  Trade — Other  Imports. 

Colombo  is  an  important  bunkering  station  and  as  a  consequence 
requires  considerable  coal  supplies.  The  imports  fell  to  218,350  tons 
in  1918  from  311.696  tons  in  1917  and  575,677  tons  in  1916.  These 
figures  exclude  imports  of  Admiralty  and  Ceylon  Government  coal. 
Most  of  the  coal  imported  came  fi'om  India. 

Imports  of  cement  amounted  to  only  89,401  hundredweight,  as 
compared  with  244.336  hundredweight  in  1917.  These  figures  ex- 
clude imports  for  Government  use.  which  were  110,508  hundred- 
weight. Of  the  total  imports  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  109,438 
hundredweight  and  Japan  90,326. 

Fertilizers,  known  localh-  as  manures,  showed  an  increase  in  im- 
ports over  the  previous  year,  1,303.724  hundredweight  having  been 
entered,  against  928,070  hundredweight  for  1917,  practically  all  of 
which  came  from  British  India.  Imports  of  nitrate  of  soda  showed 
a  decrease,  while  bone,  guano,  fish,  and  groundnut  cake  showed 
increases. 
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Tlic  quantity  of  cigars,  cigarettes,  and  manufactured  tobacco 
cleared  lor  consuni])tion  in  Ceylon  during  the  past  three  years  is 
shoAvn  in  the  following  table: 


Year. 


Cigars. 


Cigarettes. 


Manufactured, 
tobacco. 


Total. 


1916 
1917 
1918 


Pounds. 
31,226 
32, C70 
33,550 


Pounds. 
256,779 
288,812 
264,796 


Pounds. 
23,423 
15,069 
17,234 


Pounds. 
311,428 
;i3G,  557 
315,680 


Export  Trade  Decreased. 

Ceylon's  export  trade  was  smaller  in  1018  than  in  any  previous 
year  since  1912,  showing  a  falling  olf  of  slightly  more  than  30  per 
cent  from  the  record  year  1917.  Restriction  of  trade  by  the 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  was  the  chief  reason  for  the 
decrease.  The  United  States  took  only  18  ])er  cent  of  Ceylon's  total 
exports,  as  compared  with  33  per  cent  in  1917  and  27  j)er  cent  in  1916. 

Kubber  and  tea  alone  comprised  72  per  cent  of  the  value  of  Cey- 
lon's exports  in  1918,  as  compared  with  7(»  per  cent  in  1917.  The 
other  products  exported  in  quantities  valued  at  o\er  $1,000,000  were 
coconut  oil,  copra,  desiccated  coconut,  plumbago,  and  areca  nuts. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  (excluding  specie) 
exported  in  1917  and  1918  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1917 


Quantitj'. 


Value. 


1918 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Animals,  live number. 

Aroca  nuts huntlredwei,i,'iil . 

Cacao do. . . 

Cardamoms do. . . 

Cinnamon do. . . 

Coconut: 

Uesiccated do. . . 

Fresh number. 

Coffee hnndrpdweiifht . 

Coir: 

Fiber do. . . 

Rope do . . . 

Yam do. . . 

Copra do. . . 

Ferliliicrs do. . . 

Fish,  cured do. . . 

Kiitul  (fiber) do. . . 

Oils,  vexelable: 

Cinnamon ounces. 

Citronidla pounds. 

Coconut lumdredwei^'lit . 

Palmyra  filK'r do. . . 

Pluml>aKO do. . . 

Poon.ic do. . . 

Rubber pounds. 

Shell-!,  chank numl)cr . 

Skins,  dressed htrndrcdwcivht . 

Tea pounds. 

Textiles 

Timber tons. 

Tobacco pounds . 

All  other  arl  iclcs 


87:^. 

154,000 

72,(i97 

3,3G9 

29,716 

272,059 
5,289,481 


137,721 

14,140 

20, 'ye 

1,078,704 


2,747 
293 

173,529 

1,197,507 

434, 099 

568 

523,010 

13,'.t27 

75,781,401 

1,870.084 

4/132 

195,231,592 


2, 890 
3,46:5,015 


Total . 


S15.8.57 
958,377 
.58.-),  8.-7 
119,816 
313,977 

3,037,021 

104, 140 

989 

13.^.,  721 

4.'>,  875 

78. 606 

4, 287, 548 


39,393 
11,806 

18, 700 

380,614 

3,270,505 

4.359 

7,071,803 

50,113 

44,543,785 

.')0,690 

180,910 

31,036,417 

.51;  982 

21,110 

216,502 

2,041,251 


764 

214,780 

73,528 

3,  ,549 

37,350 

203,366 

6,553,278 

27 

201,  oS5 

19,.So7 

29,785 

1,272,:{21 

111 

1,463 

248 

320,30:3 

1,030.167 

527, 4S1 

3, 086 

304,  :U0 

14,027 

50,934,640 

2. 98!,  2!  15 

4,207 

180,817,744 


2, 138 
4,754,005 


98,679,789 


$9,222 

1,2;«,392 

76:i,119 

98,.V-)7 
437, 825 

1,680,412 

127,114 

504 

302, 329 

77,346 

96,632 

4,139,004 

307 

16,231 

2,305 

49, 430 

2«,  899 

5,091,189 

26,110 

1,570,462 

15,603 

22,226,268 

44,0159 

147,270 

20,98.-i,120 

150, 839 

71,948 

2'<S,351 

2,02,5,247 


68,560,980 


Rubber  Shipments — Continued  Decline  in  Prices. 

The  total  exports  of  Ceylon  rubber  were  only  50,934,040  pounds, 
valued  at  $22,220,208,  in  1918 ;  as  compared  with  75,781,401  pounds, 
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valued  at  $44,543,785,  in  1917,  shoAving  a  decrease  of  one-third  in 
quantity  and  one-half  in  value.  The  exports  of  rul)ber  were  smaller 
in  1918  than  in  any  previous  year  since  1914.  The  United  States 
and  United  Kingdom  take  over  90  per  cent  of  Ceylon's  crude  rubber. 
The  restrictions  imposed  by  the  United  States  on  rubber,  allowing 
only  25,000  tons  per  quarter  to  be  imported  from  overseas,  explain 
the  reduced  shipments  to  America.  The  falling  otT  in  exports  to  the 
United  Kingdom  was  due  partly  to  rubber  being  removed  from  the 
priorit}^  list  in  February,  and  also  to  a  policy  on  the  part  of  rubber 
companies  to  restrict  crops. 

No  average  price  of  rubber  was  computed  l\v  the  Ceylon  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  as  in  previous  years.  The  price  in  1917  was  $0.48  per 
pound :  and  in  1910.  $0.58.  Owing  to  inability  to  dispose  of  accumu- 
lating stocks,  prices  gTadually  declined  until  in  August,  Avhen  crepe 
and  ribbed-smoked  sheets  were  sold  at  $0.20  and  $0,185  per  pound, 
respectivel}^,  which  was  said  to  barely  cover  cost  of  production.  Rub- 
ber auction  sales  were  suspended  upon  news  of  the  United  States 
Government  import  restrictions,  and  sales  were  made  by  private 
dealings  until  in  November,  when  auctions  were  resumed.  Toward 
the  close  of  the  year  crepe  and  ribbed-smoked  sheets  were  selling  at 
about  $0,385  per  pound. 

Review  of  Tea  Trade. 

The  quantity  of  tea  shipped  from  Ceylon  in  1918  was  less  than 
in  any  previous  year  since  1908,  181.000.000  pounds  having  ])een  ex- 
ported, as  compared  with  195.000,000  pounds  in  1917,  203,000,000 
pounds  in  1916,  and  215.000,000  pounds  in  the  record  3'ear  of  1915. 
Shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Ceylon  Tea  Commissioner,  representing  the  British  Food  Controller 
in  London,  who  recjuisitioned  50  per  cent  of  Ceylon's  entire  output ;  no 
private  shipments  were  allowed. 

Comparing  shipments  made  in  1918  with  those  in  1917  as  regards 
distribution,  it  is  noted  that  the  United  Kingdom  imported  8,000,000 
pounds  more  and  Australia  nearly  9,000.000  pounds  more.  Ship- 
ments to  the  United  States  decreased  from  approximately  25,500.000 
pounds  in  1918  to  11,000,000  pounds  in  1917,  and  exports  to  Russia 
during  the  same  period  fell  from  14.000.000  pounds  to  practically  nil. 

Owing  to  various  war-time  restrictions,  there  Avere  unusual  Huctua- 
tions  in  the  market  quotations,  Avith  a  general  tendency  to  depress 
prices.  The  average  price  for  the  year  1918  has  been  put  at  $0,142, 
as  compared  with  $0,159  in  1917.  $6.1G8  in  1916,  and  $0,184  in  1915. 
Except  early  in  the  year,  fine  teas  were  scarce ;  and  the  Cevlon  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  reports  that,  generally  speaking,  the  offerings  dur- 
ing the  year  Avere  not  very  attractiA'e,  the  greater  proportion  being 
quite  ordinarv.  It  is  unofficiallv  estimated  that  Cevlon's  tea  produc- 
tion in  1919  Avill  be  200,000,000  pounds. 

Trade  in  Coconut  Products, 

The  coconut  is  the  one  staple  Ceylon  produces  that  has  been  seri- 
ously affected  by  Avar  conditions,  although  some  improvement  Avas 
shoAvn  in  1918.  The  total  value  of  all  coconut  products  exported  in 
1918  amounted  to  slightly  over  $11,500,000,  as  against  $11,000,000  ir, 
1917  and  $16,681,000  in  the  record  year'of  1913.  "Shipments  of  coco- 
nut oil,  copra,  and  coconuts  showed  good  increases  over  the  two  pre- 
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vious  years,  while  tlioso  of  desiccated  coconut  and  poonac  showed  de- 
(Tcaso.s. 

The  production  of  coconut  oil  in  191 S  was  more  nearly  normal  than 
(hiring  any  previous  year  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  tlie  quantity 
exported  being  r)27,4'Sl  hundredweight,  valued  at  $5,091,189,  as  com- 
pared with  434,(599  hundredweight,  valued  at  $3,270,505,  in  1917. 
Of  the  total  (puintity  exported  in  1918,  40  per  cent  was  shipped 
against  purchases  made  by  the  British  Government.  Owing  to  lack 
of  tonnage  a  considei'able  quantity  of  oil  Avas  in  st«ck  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  In  Januar}',  1918,  coconut  oil  sold  for  $146  per  ton,  while 
late  in  the  year  the  price  went  as  high  as  $200. 

Less  desiccated  coconut  was  exported  during  1918  than  in  any 
previous  year  since  1912,  the  quantity  being  203,3G6  hundredweight, 
as  compared  with  349,009  hundredweight  in  the  record  year  of  1915. 
Prevailing  prices  were  Ioav,  the  average  being  only  $8.20  per  hun- 
dredweight in  1918,  against  $11.20  in  1917. 

Cacao,  Cinnamon,  and  Tobacco. 

The  value  of  cacao  exports  increased  approximately  30  per  cent 
in  1918,  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Shipments  to  Australia, 
Philippines,  and  Japan  showed  good  increases,  while  shipments  to 
the  United  Kingdom  showed  a  decrease,  owing  to  import  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  Food  Controller  in  London.  Prices  ranged  from 
$13.30  per  hundredw^eight  in  April  to  $17.50  in  December.  After 
the  signing  of  the  armistice  there  was  a  brisk  demand  for  ca-ao  at 
good  prices,  indicating  good  prospects  for  this  industry  in  the  imme- 
diate future. 

The  cultivation  of  cinnamon  has  become  more  profitable,  and  the 
tendency  to  decrease  the  planted  area,  especially  in  favor  of  rubber, 
W5VS  less  marked  during  the  past  year.  Notw^ithstanding  the  United 
States  import  restrictions,  exports  of  both  quills  and  chips  increased 
in  1918,  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Quills  represented  ap- 
proximately 70  per  cent  of  the  total  cinnamon  exported,  the  re- 
mainder being  chips.  The  pri(  e  of  quills  rose  from  $0.12  in  January 
to  $0.15  in  October,  and  toward  the  last  of  the  year  there  was  an 
increase  to  $0.20.  Chips  early  in  the  year  sold  for  $11  per  candy, 
rising  to  $15.40  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Cinnamon  oil  shipments 
increased  in  value  from  approximately  $20,000  in  1917  to  $50,000  in 
1918. 

Exports  of  manufactured  tobacco  increased  in  value  from  $21G,502 
in  1917  to  $288,351  in  1918.  An  American  tobacco  expert  is  in  the 
employment  of  the  Ceylon  Agricultural  Department,  and  good  re- 
sults are  being  obtained  in  improving  the  quality  and  production  of 
the  Ceylon  in-oduct.  A  tobacco  suitable  to  the  European  market 
has  not  as  yet  been  turned  out,  and  exports  are  made  chiefly  to  India 
in  the  form  of  cigars  and.  chewing  tobacco. 

Citronella  Oil — Other  Products  of  Ceylon. 

Exports  of  citronella  oil  (knoAvnin  South  India  as  lemon-grass  oil) 
again  showed  a  decrease,  shipments  in  1918  being  valued  at  $283,899, 
compared  with  $380,614  in  1917.  The  Ignited  States  took  much  less 
than  in  previous  years,  w^  de  the  United  Kingdom  and  Australia  took 
slightly  more  than  in  1917. 
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Areca  nuts,  coir,  fresh  coconuts,  palmyra  fiber,  and  timber  are 
minor  Ceylon  products  which  showed  export  increase,  while  carda- 
moms, chalk  shells,  cured  fish,  dressed  skins,  kittul  fiber,  and  poonac 
showed  decreases. 

The  Government  is  encouraging  the  planting  of  larger  areas  in 
food  products.  Manioc,  plantains,  and  maize  are  being  more  largely 
cultivated.  An  increased  production  of  rice  is  practically  imperative, 
in  view  of  recent  shortages  of  this  staple  food  product. 

Mineral  Production  of  Ceylon. 

The  island's  normal  annual  production  of  plumbago  is  about  30,000 
tons,  but  in  1918  only  about  half  that  quantity  was  produced.  The 
loss  of  the  American  market  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  chiefly 
accounts  for  the  difficulties  experienced  by  plumbago  dealers.  The 
total  quantity  of  plumbago  exported  in  1918  was  15,217  tons,  valued 
at  $1,570,462,  as  compared  with  26,197  tons,  valued  at  $7,071,803,  in 

1917.  The  United  States  took  less  than  55  per  cent  of  the  quantity 
of  Ceylon's  plumbago  in  1918,  against  over  80  per  cent  in  1917.  Prices 
of  ordinary  lumps  during  1918  ranged  from  $81  to  $210  j3er  ton  and 
chips  from  $56  to  $115.  This  was  a  marked  decrease  from  prices  ob- 
tainable during  the  war. 

The  mica  industry  was  revived  during  1918.  Demand  from  Lon- 
don caused  the  Government  to  appoint  the  Ce.vlon  mineral  surveyor 
as  a  shipping  agent  on  a  5  per  cent  commission  basis.  At  the  time 
the  scheme  came  into  working  order  hostilities  ceased  and  the  demand 
lessened,  although  it  is  believed  the  industry  has  good  prospects.  The 
mica  shipped  has  been  phlogopite ;  some  muscovite  is  found,  but  only 
a  small  part  of  it  is  marketable. 

A  small  monazite  plant  was  erected  during  1918,  which  by  the  end 
of  the  5^ear  was  said  to  have  separated  about  20  tons  of  refined  sand. 

The  market  for  gems  was  poor,  as  has  been  the  case  throughout 
the  war. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  total  declared  exports  from  Ceylon  to  the  United  States  in 

1918,  both  as  regards  quantity  and  value,  were  considerably  below 
those  of  any  previous  year  since  1914.  These  exports  were  valued  at 
$12,682,374  in  1918,  compared  with  $32,234,237  in  1917,  $28,857,305 
in  1916,  and  $17,774,767  in  1915. 

Below  are  shown  the  quantity  and  value  of  exports  from  Ceylon 
to  the  United  States  and  the  Philippines  in  1917  and  1918,  accord- 
ing to  the  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Colombo : 


Articles. 

1917 

1918 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

TO   UNITED  STATES. 

Areca  nuts 

20,160 

133,962 

1,177,725 

7,898 

429,611 

903, 530 

14, 008. 786 

$1,141 

Cardamoms 

Cinnamon 

do.... 

do 

136,  225 

1, 922, 260 

6, 155 

785,032 

808, 099 

12,414.655 

335, 801 

$46, 027 
254, 220 
3,691 
214, 389 
118,983 
734,470 
24, 801 

51,433 
130, 678 

Cinnamon  oil 

Citronolla  oil 

Cacao 

do.... 

do.... 

6,114 
121,067 
130, 085 

Coconut,  desiccated 

Coconut  oil . . 

do.... 

do 

890, 138 

Copra 

do... 

241,360 
67, 250 

10,336 

Croton  seeds 

do.... 

i,839  J 

190 

5,884 

10 
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Arliclcs. 


1917 


Quantity.       Value 


1918 


Quantity.       Value. 


TO  UNITED  STATES— continued. 

Fiber,  mattress f ou.s. 

Fiber,  palmyra <io. . . 

Fiber,  I  wistcd pounds . 

Papain do. . . 

I'lumbatj'o tons . 

Precious  stones 

Rubber pounds. 

Tea do. . . 

Tea  flu/T do. . . 

Tea  waste do. . . 

Vanilla  beans do. . . 

All  other  art  icie.s 


48 


$731 


212,913 
8,274 
22,121 


Total. 


TO  rHniPPINE  ISLANDS. 

Cacao pounds. 

Coconut ,  desiccated do. . . 

Precious  stones 

Tea pounds. 


Total . 


34,686,143 

25,  .ISS,  831 

587, 473 

1,519,487 

258 


4,573 

25. 022 

0, 550. 302 

7,041 

19,106,329 

5,051,242 

24,991 

64,831 

138 

1,666 


32,234,237 


2,972,709 
6,500 


182,094 


323,430 

354 

286 

35,963 


360,033 


81.018 
8,172 


13, 350 
7, 910 


20, 885, 382 

11,032,057 

03,000 

70J,  207 

1,134 


31,859 

1,374,221 

22,228 

7,536,326 

2,322,3)8 

4,560 

33,509 

1,0J2 

115 


12,682,374 


3,354,307 


393,956 


173,523 


38,39o 


432, 35  J 


Practically  all  exports  to  the  United  States  showed  decreases,  the 
largest  being  in  raw  rubber,  which  fell  in  value  from  $19,106,329  in 
1917  to  $7,r)oG,32G  in  1918.  Tea  also  showed  a  decrease  of  more  than 
50  per  cent,  and  plumbago  shipments  fell  in  value  from  $0,550,302  in 
1917  to  $1,374,221  in  1918.  There  were  no  shipments  of  coconut  oil 
in  1918,  owing  to  British  trade  restrictions. 

The  only  conunodity  of  importance  showing  an  increase  was  desic- 
cated coconut,  which  increased  from  $734,470  in  value  in  1917  to 
$890,138  in  1918.  Ceylon  copra  appears  for  the  first  time  in  recent 
years  as  an  item  of  export  to  the  United  States,  241,360  pounds,  val- 
ued at  $10,336,  having  been  shipped. 

Tea  was  the  only  Ceylon  product  shipped  to  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  38,890  pounds,  valued  at  $13,216,  being  sent,  against  11,350 
pounds,  valued  at  $3,076,  in  1917. 

Extension  of  American  Trade  with  Ceylon. 

Imports  into  Cejdon  direct  from  the  United  States,  as  regards 
value,  were  practically  the  same  in  1918  as  in  1917,  being  valued  at 
about  $1,800,000  each  year,  as  compared  with  $2,500,000  in  1916.  The 
United  States'  share  represented  slightly  more  than  3  per  cent  of 
Ceylon's  total  import  trade,  although  Japan,  with  5  per  cent  as  its 
share,  was  the  only  foreign  country  ahead  of  the  United  St-ates  as  a 
competitor  in  the  markets  of  Ceylon. 

The  high  cost  of  practically  all  imported  goods  applies  to  Ceylon 
as  well  as  to  other  parts  of  the  world.  During  the  war  many  classes 
of  American  goods  entered  Ceylon  which  before  were  either  un- 
known or  not  favorably  known.  Mineral  oil  products,  certain  classes 
of  machinery,  toilet  articles,  footwear,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  Ameri- 
can automobiles,  were  imported  into  Ceylon  before  the  war  and  are 
now  well  established;  but  many  other  kinds  of  American  goods 
should  also  continue  to  hold  a  fair  share  of  the  Ceylon  market. 
Among  such  goods  may  be  mentioned  hardware  and  other  metal 
and  iron  products,  leather  goods  (particularly'  shoes),  hosier}-,  and 
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other  wearing-  apparel,  paints  and  biiildino-  materials  in  general, 
soaps,  glassware,  drugs,  electrical  supplies,  phonographs  and  records, 
stationery,  and  food  products,  such  as  canned  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, condensed  milk,  confectionery,  and  prepared  cereals. 

The  only  practical  way  for  American  exporting  houses  to  compete 
with  the  manufacturers  of  other  countries  in  Ceylon's  trade  is  to  send 
out  traveling  salesmen  or  have  a  personal  representative  perma- 
nently located  in  Colombo.  It  has  been  the  observation  of  this  con- 
sulate that  it  best  serves  American  interests  to  be  represented  when- 
ever possible  by  American  citizens.  In  case  the  volume  of  busi- 
ness does  not  warrant  a  personal  representative,  a  connection  with  an 
indent  house  sometimes  proves  satisfactory. 

Financial  Situation. 

During  the  past  two  years  Ceylon  has  suffered  on  account  of  diffi- 
culty in  financing  export  trade,  the  restricted  sales  of  Indian  Coun- 
cil Bills  in  London  having  brought  about  a  shortage  of  available 
bank  credit.  Previous  to  1917  the  Ceylon  banks  financed  to  an  un- 
limited extent  the  export  trade  through  the  medium  of  these  Coun- 
cil Bills. 

About  the  middle  of  1917  an  exchange  difficulty  arose,  which  was 
due  to  the  inability  of  Ceylon  to  pay  for  foodstuffs  imported  from 
India.  This  was  met  by  an  arrangement  wherebv  the  Indian  Gov- 
ernment placed  a  credit"  of  1,000,000  rupees  ($321,433)  weekly  to  be 
used  by  Ceylon  in  ])urchasing  Indian  rice  and  other  foodstuffs.  By 
the  end  of  September,  1917,  it  was  found  that  the  credit  was  not 
being  required  in  full  by  Ceylon,  hence  no  additional  weekly  allow- 
ances were  made  until  in  February,  1918,  when  the  credit  of 
1,000.000  rupees  weekly  was  again  made  operative;  as  it  again 
pro^■ed  more  than  sufficient,  the  scheme  was  temporarily  at  times  held 
in  al)eyance.  British  Government  purchases  of  tea  required  financ- 
ing, which  was  done  by  granting  Ceylon  additional  Council  Bills 
to  meet  the  situation. 

The  normal  value  of  the  Ceylon  rupee,  which  is  the  same  as  the 
Indian  rupee,  is  Is.  4d.  ($0,321).  At  this  writing  (July  10,  1919) 
the  rupee  is  fixed  at  Is.  8d.  ($0,406),  a  premium  of  25  per  cent  over 
the  normal  value.  The  present  exchange  banks'  quotations  are 
demand  draft  selling  rate  Is.  Sg'^d.  and  bujdng  rate  Is.  S/od.  The 
corresponding  bank  rate  on  America  is  2.65  rupees  to  the  dollar 
selling  and  2.55  buying,  the  normal  exchange  being  3.0823  rupees 
to  the  dollar. 

Ceylon  Tariif  Legislation. 

The  Ceylon  tariff  which  became  operative  in  June,  1917,  when  the 
normal  import  duty  "^vas  raised  from  5-i  per  cent  to  7-i  per  cent,  con- 
tinued in  force  throughout  the  year  1918,  and  very  few  changes  were 
made.  The  import  duty  on  cigarettes  was  raised  from  3  rupees 
($0.97)  per  pound  to  4  rupees  ($1.30),  effective  from  November  14, 
1918,  and  the  temporary  reduction  of  the  export  duty  on  rubber  from 
7*  Ceylon  cents  ($0,024)  per  pound  to  3  Ceylon  cents  ($0,009)  from 
November  19.  The  export  tax  on  coconut  oil  and  copra  was  remitted 
in  December,  1917,  and  later  extended  to  the  end  of  1918. 

In  the  classification  of  imports,  wire  nails,  acetic  acid,  and  cinema 
films  will  in  future  appear  as  separate  items.     It  is  the  purpose  of 
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the  Ceylon  ciistoins  to  «rr:i(lu;illy  change  the  present  dassification  to 
make  it  coiifonii  more  closely  to  the  classification  used  in  the  United 
Fvinirdom  and  liritish  India. 

Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Colombo. 

Accordin*,'  to  the  Colondio  Port  Connnission's  report  for  1018  only 
fonr  American  vessels  took  on  and  discharged  cargo  in  Colombo 
harbor.  According  to  the  consulate's  list,  however,  eight  American 
merchantmen  called  at  Colombo. 

The  distribution  according  to  nationality  of  vessels  entering  the 
port,  omitting  warships  and  vessels  calling  merely  to  coal,  for  1917 
and  1918  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Nationality. 

1917 

1918 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

British 

1,382 
1,306 

2,208,390 
105, 979 

1,362 
1,315 

2, 390, 822 

Colonial..                ' 

96,274 

Total  15iitish 

2,688  !     2,314,369 

,_. — ..    ..     1 , 

2,677        2,487,096 

4 
1 
3 

25 

65 
4 

16 
121 

57 
1 
4 
5 
8 

8,859 
1,314 
5,254 

48,480 

220, 763 

8,389 

45, 181 
336, 739 

59,340 
2,875 
4,665 

11,239 

18,870 

4 

7 

1 

34 

32 

4 

18 

115 

10,596 
9,070 

Chinese 

Danish 

283 

JDulch     

94,544 

175,614 

Greek 

7,440 

Italian    

40,047 
341.098 

Norwegian 

Por  tuRuose 

53              73,427 
2  !             4,633 

1 

Spanish 

11              27,239 
11              29,805 

304 

771,968 

292            813.696 
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